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S upport from Euro -Mernet for di-
verse communities across the 

city of Brighton and Hove continued 
in the new year. On Thursday the 

19th of January 2017, Euro -Mernet 
team members attended the first 
monthly Albanian Community Devel-
opment Support Committee meeting 
of this year.  

Since last year Sussex Police,  
Brighton and Hove City Council, and 

office of the Sussex Police and Crime 
Commissioner have been promoting 
community engagement process for 
Brighton and Sussex Albanian -
speaking communities. Euro -Mernet 
has been supporting the local Alba-

nian -speaking community for many 
years and has actively involved in 
the social and cultural events with 
Albanian themes.  

This co -ordinated action of 

local authorities and community or-
ganisations originated from a com-

mon concern: despite a consistent 
and long - time presence of Albanian -
speaking communities in Sussex, no 
voluntary contact had been estab-
lished by said groups in terms of 
liaising with or reporting incidents or 
concerns to the local Police, in con-

trast to a number of other communi-
ties established in Sussex. As stake-
holders in community safety recog-

nised how the absence of such a 
relationship could be a barrier for 
good policing, plans to systemati-

cally engage Albanian - speaking 
communities started to be put in 
action.  

Additional -and equally impor-
tant -  concern for Euro -Mernet was 
the public mindset surrounding the 

word "Albanian" and the stereotypes 

in the society about people of Alba-
nian origin. On top of the vilifying 
stories in mainstream media, quite 
often the "bad guys" in big budget 
movies are portrayed as Albanians, .  

While it is true that in the UK 

prisons there are indeed a number 
of convicted criminals of Albanian 
origin - just like many other nation-
alities including English -  they form a 
small fraction of the overall Albanian 
population in the UK who represent 

a peaceful, hardworking, law -abiding 

community with involvement in a 
wide range of arts and professions.  

In this respect, Euro -Mernet 
aims to focus on two aspects of Al-
banian Community Development 
process: first and foremost, helping 
the Albanian -speaking and the local 

authority and police service to un-
derstand each other better.  

Second aspect is the promo-
tion of Albanian language, culture, 

Our community development support work continues...  

Strengthening the Albanian Community  

arts, music, cuisine, history and cul-
tural heritage as they have been 
obscured by decades of negative 
popularity. It is also essential to help 

Albanian -speaking community do all 
such cultural and social awareness -
raising activities by themselves.  

The pilot community support 
event was the ñAlbanian Festivalò  

held at Falmer Campus on the 22nd 
of October 2016. It was co -

organized by London -based Albanian 
community support organisation 
Shpresa Programme, Sussex Police, 
Brighton and Hove City Council and 
Euro -Mernet. Debora Barletta, Euro -
Mernet Projects Manager, produced 

a report on the Albanian  Festival, 
analysing in detail the outcome of 
the event and providing a base for 
the planning of future activities.  

Another important initiative 

was the celebration of Albanian In-
dependence Day on November the 

28th at Brighton Town Hall   
Euro -Mernet will also take part 

in organising a multicultural day 
during the Brighton Fringe Festival 
on 7th of March. There will be artists 
from the Albanian -speaking commu-
nities and performers with various 

cultural backgrounds who will enter-
tain the audience in a series of per-
formances.            Matteo Haenen  
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 Editorôs letter 
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Dear friends,  
Greetings from the warm 

offices and warm hearts of the Euro -
Mernet team. We hope that you will 

enjoy this issue of the newsletter.  
We had a very busy month, 

with no hand brakes to apply 
throughout into also February. 

Diverse communities in our city and 
across the region need our support 
and here we are, proud to work for 

the community empowerment, 
community safety, and happiness 
and peace in the community.  

Talking about the community 
empowerment, we continued our 
regular meetings with the other 

l ikeminded partners and the 
members of the local Albanian -
speaking community to make sure 
that they will always have our  

support You must have already read 
the full story on the cover page of 
this issue.  

Our team members also 
attended the regular partnership 
meetings such as the International 
Migrant Needs Assessment project  
for helping to speed up the 
community survey and research 
process.  

One  Vo i ce  P ar t ne r sh i p 
Brighton & Hove continues to enjoy 
our support in community resilience 
and safety. Our team members 

suggested the greater inclusion of 
counter and alternative narratives 

rather than focusing on the counter -
terrorism strategies.  

In the centrefold pages, you 
will see our projects manager 
Debora Barlettaôs special feature on 
Holocaust Memorial Day. ñNever 
Againò should apply to all forms of 

violence and intolerance.  
You will see brief reports from 

our regular film, poetry and cultural 
heritage clubs on page 3, and on 
page 6 a short version of our radio 

interview with Rose from the 
Resource Centre. It tells the sweet 

stories of community solidarity.  
Our new section on page 7 

aims to give you a glimpse of events 
in history this month and also 
paying tribute to people who worked 
for and served the communities.  

Love, peace and soildarity.  
 

¦mit ¥zt¿rk 

 Euro -Mernet project partnership newsé 

Euro -Mernet team members 
have attended this year's first meet-
ing of the Brighton and Hove Inter-
national Migrants Needs Assessment 

project, which was held at the Hove 
Town Hall with participation of 20 
people from various organisations.  

The International Migrants 

Needs Assessment project (2016 -17) 
was initiated by the Brighton & Hove 
City Council and they are working 

with local partners, including Com-
munity University Partnership Pro-
gramme (CUPP) of the University of 
Brighton, NHS and community & vol-
untary organisations. Euro -Mernet is 
an active partner since last year.  

The project aims to undertake 
a needs assessment of international 
migrants in Brighton & Hove with a 
view to capture information about 

the size and nature of the popula-
tions of migrants in the City and to 
harness the experience of commu-

nity services and the migrants them-
selves to better understand their 
needs and the many assets that mi-
grants bring to the city.  

Focus will be on migrants who 
have come from overseas to work or 
study in the city and also those who 

have arrived here seeking protection 
as refugees or asylum seekers.  

The needs assessment project 
will make recommendations for com-

missioners, service providers and 
decision makers to use to improve 

the lives and outcomes of interna-
tional migrants in the City.  

It will also lead to benefits for 
the whole City, allowing more effi-
cient use of public resources and 
enabling us to maximise the assets 
that migrants bring into Brighton and 

Hove. The findings of the needs as-
sessment will be available by Au-
tumn 2017.  

The migrant needs assessment 
project is part of the Cityôs Joint 

Strategic Needs Assessment pro-
gramme. Details including needs as-

sessments on different population 
groups, are at: http://bit.ly/1t9IYNd  

The project has adopted the 
UNESCO's description of a migrant: 
ñAny person who lives temporarily or 
permanently in a country where he 

or she was not bornò. 
¦mit ¥zt¿rk 

On Wednesday, 18th of Janu-
ary, Brighton Town Hall hosted the 

first One Voice Partnership meeting 
of 2017.  

The One Voice Partnership 
was founded in 2015 by local com-
munity groups and individuals across 
the city. Its meetings are hosted and 
facilitated by Brighton and Hove City 
Council. Euro -Mernet is a founding 
member of the partnership.   

One Voice Partnership is 
aimed at empowering Black and Mi-
nority Ethnic communities  (BME) by 
favoring positive media messages, 

developing resilience to extremism 
and encourage the joint and cohe-

sive work of local communities to 
promote common values such as 
inclusion, pluralism and partnership 
working.  

A large part of the meeting 
agenda focused on the subject of 
preventing radicalization.  

A video presentation set up by 
the UK -based organization Families 
Against Stress & Trauma (FAST) of-
fered an insight on the traumas suf-
fered by the families of radicalized 

individuals.  
Participants were also given 

un update of some of the activities 
and initiatives to be held in the city 
as part of the national Prevent strat-
egy, including the ñWeb Guardiansò 
Online Safety Program, a  course 
offered to mothers whose children 

identify themselves as Muslim to 
help them have a better understand-
ing of the internet, social media and 
the ways young net -surfers are ex-
posed to the threat of radicalization.  

Euro -Mernetôs input in the dis-

cussion aimed at underlining how an 

efficient contrast to youngstersô radi-
calization cannot rely on an exclu-
sive focus on counter - terrorism 
strategies, but a greater attention 
should be given to promoting posi-
tive alternative narratives to radi-
calization and encouraging youth 

involvement in community works.  
Matteo Haenen  
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Euro - Mernet supports the  

Migrants Needs Assessment  

http://bit.ly/1t9IYNd


 

 

 

 

Regular monthly events...  

EURO - MERNET FILM CLUB  
 

Rams: Two bad - tempered sheep 
farmers faced with a tragedy in rural 
Iceland in a vivid, picturesque film.  

On Tuesday the 7th January, 
we screened an impressive piece of 

cinematography from Grímur Hák-
onarson, who has been steadily be-
coming a leading director in Iceland.  

The plot: Two brothers who 

havenôt spoken in 40 years will in-
credibly get back together in a 
funny, perverse but loving way as an 

outbreak of scrapie threatens to 
wipe out the sheep they love.  

It is refined storytelling with 
high human spirit, the acting is great 
and the stunning landscapes steal 
the audienceôs attention from minute 
one to the end. A delicate story, with 

a non -provocative message about 
community support and care, even if 
the community is small.  

Many participants have en-

joyed this Icelandic comedy - tragedy 
in the packed room at our usual 

venue, The Blue Man. We had inter-
esting and inspiring conversation 
with the guests after the screening.  

Euro -Mernet Film Club aims to 
raise awareness on social issues and 
promote the cultural heritage of di-
verse communities by screening 

films from around the world, with 
particular focus on Mediterranean, 
Middle East, and the entire Europe.  

The films we screen are usu-
ally social comedies, satirical pieces, 

documentaries and similar independ-
ent productions. Sometimes our film 

screenings are followed by a talk by 
a director/producer/actor/actress 
themselves and/or a discussion be-
tween the guests.  

All our film screenings are 
FREE. You are always welcome to 

join Euro -Mernet Film Club.  
Valentina Auliso  

EURO - MERNET POETRY CLUB  
 

On Tuesday 24th of January 2017 
we have dived into the poetry world, 
dedicating this event to a very 
particular and universal theme: Tea 
and Coffee!  

We chose this topic because 
many poets say that tea and coffee 
give them strength and inspiration 
to write powerful poems.  

During this poetry session, we 
read out poems from Japan to 
Palestine, to Italy, USA, UK to Spain. 

Mahmoud Darwish, Jay Giuseppe 
Parini,  Matsuo Basho, to name but a 
few -  have written about tea and 
coffee in many different ways.   

Some poets link tea and 
coffee to family, unity, love and 
understanding. Some consider them 

like a lifelong addiction. Others sing 
a true ode, describing the art of 
their preparation and serving. With a 
cup of tea or coffee memories and 

traditions come to mind.  
It becomes a moment of 

sharing in which friends, parents, 
lovers, extended families share 
thoughts, journeys, memories, ideas 
with each other. In many of these 
poems, having a cup of coffee 
provides the cornerstone of sharing 
love and heritage around the table.  

Quoting the words of poet 
Giuseppe Parini, tea and coffee are 
the ñdivine nectarsò that are able to 
connect people's soul and body to 
God, nobility and wisdomò. 

Euro -Mernet Poetry Club aims 
to provide a platform of free 

expression and an ambiance of 
inspiration, desire and passion for 
poetry lovers in a live ambiance.  
We read out poems on a variety of 
topics and from diverse local and 
global communities. All our poetry 

sessions are FREE. All welcome.  
Roberta Gambardella  

CULTURAL HERITAGE CLUB  
 

On Tuesday 31st January, we hosted 
this year's first Cultural Heritage 
Club session. This month we flew to 
Mesopotamia, the ñland between the 
riversò Tigris and Euphrates, cover-

ing the territories throughout mod-
ern day Iraq, Kuwait, Syria, Turkey 
and Iran. Our guests explored the 
basics of ancient Mesopotamian My-
thology.  

Between 3500 BC and 400 AD 
the ancient Mesopotamia region was 

inhabited by various civilizations -  
particularly Sumer, Akkad, Assyrian 
and Babylonia, who had worshiped 
the gods in the ziggurat -structures 
with a terraced step pyramid shape.  

Mesopotamian religion was 
polytheistic and over the centuries 

counted more than 2,400 gods and 
goddesses in a hierarchical order. It 
would be impossible to talk about all 
of them so we focused on some of 

the most influential figures:  
Gilgamesh, the king of the city 

Uruk; Anu, the sky god; Ishtar the 
love goddess; Enlil, god of the at-
mosphere; Ninlil, Enlilôs wife; Enki, 
the god of the fresh waters; Ninmah, 
mother of the gods; Nergal, a war-
rior and underworld god; Ereshki-
gall, the goddess of the Irkalla; Utu, 

the god of the sun; Marduk, the city 
god of Babylon; Lilith, demon god-
dess and Mushhushshu, guardian of 
the supreme gods.  

In the end, we tested the 

memory of our guests with an excit-
ing quiz session!  

Euro -Mernet Cultural Heritage 
Club aims to highlight and promote 
the wealth and beauty of the cultural 
heritage of diverse communities 
from the UK and across the world. 
Various forms and techniques are 

used during the stage performances.  
Roberta Fischetti  
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Words, Sights and Sounds of... Enlightenment, Entertainment, Amazement.  
 

Explore the global cultural diversity through the monthly club ses-

sions at our ñPeopleôs Universityò. Completely FREE, forever FREE. 
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Holocaust Memorial Day:  

J anuary the 27th is the day in 
which Auschwitz concentration 

camp was liberated in 1945, signing 
the end of  the genocide orches-

trated and executed by the Nazis 
during the Second World War.  

Those targeted where mainly 
part of the Jewish community, but 

the list of victims included other 
groups and communities whose 
names must be mentioned as well.  

Not only in order to remind 
everybody of the enormity of the 
atrocities perpetrated during those 
days, but also to pay the right trib-
ute to everyone involved, and that 
should never be forgotten, letôs have 

a quick glimpse of the bigger pic-
ture:  

Among the victims in fact, 
there where members of the Sinti 

and Roma community (whose exter-
mination went known with the name 
Porrajmos), black people, disabled 

people, LGBT people, Jehovahôs wit-
nesses, Freemasons, political oppo-
nents, trade unionist and even 
ñasocialsò (people not conforming to 
the Nazi ideal in general).  

The best way  to get a clearer 
idea about this massive tragedy is 

certainly to refer to some sources, 
such as the official website of the 
Holocaust Memorial Day Trust 
(HMDT -  www.hmd.org.uk),  which 

is one of the most reliable and inclu-
sive with a wealth of factual infor-
mation and bibliographic links.  

The HMDT  is a registered 

charity since 2005 and sets an ex-
ample worldwide as it made UK the 
first country to officially commemo-

rate the Holocaust Memorial Day 
back in 2001, before it was even 
officially designated by the United 
Nations in the respective resolution 
A/RES/60/7, adopted by the General 
Assembly on November 1st 2005.  

The HMDT website is ex-
tremely relevant as it includes also 
the other genocides that afflicted 
humanity, at least in recent history, 

such as the ones happened in Arme-
nia, Cambodia, Rwanda. Bosnia and 
Darfur, making a memorandum for 

us and all the generations to come 
and creating a more universal 
ground for awareness and solidarity 
in relation to such an overwhelming 
topic.  

The 27th of January in fact, 
can and should represent a firm and 

distinct occasion to reflect on geno-
cide in general. It should constitute -
together with different sources, wit-
nesses, documents, etc. -  the basic 

knowledge for all citizens, in order to 
avoid such abomination to occur, as 
the slogan ñNever Againò righteously 
affirms.  

These conclusions in fact 
seems by all means natural and logi-
cal: nobody would ever accept or 

legitimise the mass killings of mil-
lions of people.  

Nevertheless as the great 
Hannah Arendt pointed out in her 
renowned report ñEichmann in Jeru-
salemò (1963), ñThe trouble with 

Eichmann was precisely that so 
many were like him, and that the 
many were neither perverted nor 
sadistic, that they were, and still 

are, terribly and terrifyingly nor-
mal.ò . 

Thatôs why the expression ba-

nality of evil came out: those who 
committed such heinous and mur-
derous actions were human, normal 
if we want to use this word, and itôs 
precisely for this reason that the 
scariest things about totalitarian re-
gimes is their ability to normalise 

 Special Feature  

By Debora Barletta ,  Projects Manager of Euro -Mernet  

Holocaust Memorial Day logo and HMD 2017 

theme images  courtesy of www.hmd.org.uk  

ñHow can life go on?ò, or how can we ignore so much?  
In the aftermath of the commemorations for the Holocaust Memorial Day, it seems man-

datory to start from this yearôs slogan to reflect upon the responsibilities everyone holds 
in the face of humanitarian disasters.   
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Names of Holocaust victims; Pinkas Synagogue; Prague  
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